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TO T H E 
| CONGREGATION WHO WERE HIS HEARERõ, 
THIS SERMON, 
PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


18 

WITH A GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE OF 1] 

THE ATTENTION WITH WHICH IT | 
WAS HEARD, 


AND 


A FULL SENSE OF THEIR ATTACHMENT 
TO THE CAUSE IT WAS MEANT TO 

SERVE, MANIFESTED BY THEIR : 1 

NUMEROUS ATTENDANCE bY 

ON THIS DAY 14 


AND 


A CORRESPONDING EXPRESSION OF THEIR 
- il PRINCIPLES ON ALL OCCASIONS, 


DEDICATED BY 
THEIR FAITHFUL FRIEND AND PASTOR 


J. SYMONS. _ 
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ROMANS MI. 22. 

Behold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of God: 
on them which fell, ſeverity ; but towards thee, 
goodneſs, if thou continue in bis goodneſs : other 
wiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off. 


= 


[FN the affliftions that befal us, it is not always that 
Lve can trace the evil to its cauſe, and fee the con- 
nexion between the ſin and its puniſhment. The 
intermediate links which unite the conſequence 
with its remote cauſe are ſometimes ſo far out of 
our ſight that we are only able to diſcern the i im- 
mediate cauſes that produce it: and the diſpenſa- 
tions of providence are ſo difficult and myſterious 
that we are forced to reſolve them into the un- 


ſearchable wiſdom of him who ſeeth not as we 
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caſion of our aſſembling together on this day, and 


t # 


ſee ; who comm andeth the wole extent of cauſes 
and effets through all the variety of circum- 
ſtances into which they branch, and the utmoſt 
length of time to which they extend; and who 
has wiſe and good ends to be accompliſhed by 
every event that comes to paſs. But inthe cala- 
mities that have been brought upon the world at 
this time, by the inſtrumentality of that people with 
whom they originated, the evils and their cauſes 
are ſo immediately connected, and the divine judg- 
ments are written in characters ſo legible, that we 
are at no loſs to diſcern the juſtice of that ſeverity 
which they ſuffer as the conſequence of a conduct 
unuſually enormous: and we gather from it both 
in itſelf, and its effects ſo far as we are ſharers in 
them, ſtrong leſſons of caution that may be very 
neceſſary to reſtrain us from following their exam, 
ple. We have great reaſon to be thankful that we 
are not more deeply involved in the conſequences 
than we are. We ſee at once the goodneſs and ſe- 


verity of God: on them ſeverity ; but towards us god. 


neſs, if we continue in his poets otherwiſe we alſo 


ſha'l be cut off. 


In conſidering the circumſtances that are the oc- 


the 


| (13-1 

the uſes to be made of it, it will be proper to trace 
the conſequences to their cauſes, that we may ſee 
whehce theſe evils have ariſen How much rea- 
ſon we have to be thankful that we are only ſo 
far ſharers in them—and how incumbent it is on 
us to avoid thoſe cauſes if we would elcape the 
_ puniſhment which muſt elſe be ours in its full 
extent, | | 


It had long been obſerved by thoſe who were ac» 
quainted with the mannersof France(and too many 
had imported from thence alike levity of ſentiment) 
that in the higher circles of life, Religion was ſunk 
into great contempt : that it was become faſhion- 
able to diſavow their belief in revelation, and to 
ſubſtitute philoſophy in its ſtead, From ſuperſti- | 
tion they had, naturally enough, gone to the other 
extreme, and, not content with rejecting the ad- 
ventitious garb which in that and other catholic 
countries disfigured the pure and genuine faith of 

Chriſt, they had rejected the faith itſelf, and from 
idolaters had become avowed deiſts. Its prieſts, 

its ordinances, the Saviour it revealed, the pro- 
miſes of eternal life, and the denunciations of 
everlaſting puniſhment which it proclaimed, were 
þeld in deriſion. To rejet the ſaith of the vul- 
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gar To deny the doctrines of the goſpel, as my- 
ſteries too groſs for theſe enlightened times: To 
laugh at the miniſters and the ordinances of re- 
ligion, was deemed neceſſary to conſtitute a phi- 
loſopher. 


Their principles ſo looſe and licentious, their 


morality of courſe was not very rigid or refined. 


Principles formed to give the freeſt ſcope to in- 
dulgence, and leave the feweſt reſtraints upon 
their paſſions, were not likely to produce ſevere 
moraliſts, or give much countenance to the prac- 
tice of virtue in thoſe below them. A levity of 
converſation and manners, debauched ſentiments 
and criminal intercourſe in the marriage ſtate, 
luxury in all its forms, were examples which 
could not fail to leſſen the veneration for religion 


in the lower orders; and, in proportion to their 


intercourſe and nes corrupe their 
manners. | 


Still they felt the neceſſity of retaining the 
ordinances of religion to be a check and reſtraint 
upon theſe. To them therefore they left their 
prieſts, their ſacraments, their ſabbaths. They 
knew that philoſophy was not ſufficient for them 
whatever i it wigs be for themſelves, The ſtrong 
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and deſpotic arm of government might awe them 
into ſubmiſſion, but the ſanctions of religion were 
wanting to controul thoſe paſſions which human 
authority alone vas not ſufficient to reſtrain. 


While their conceit and ſcepticiſm were con- 
fined to their own ſphere, they philoſophized 
without immediate danger to themſelves or to the 
ſafety of the ſtate. The conſequences to them- 
felves were at a diſtance, denied by the principles 
of their own infidelity, and not to be experienced 
till that day which, whether they derided or be- 
lieved, would come at laſt; and the conſequences 
to the community, excepting ſo far as the mo- 
rals of the people were affected and their prinei- 
ples looſened and prepared for what would follow, 
would not be felt till the meaſure of their fins 
ſhould be filled up, and the full grown ſize of na- 
tional depravity ſhould call ſor ſome heavy judg- 


ment, and become the fit means to haſten and in- 


flict it. But when the fame conceit and fond- 
neſs for novelty and experiment extended to te- 
generate and form anew the conſtitution of ſoci- 
ety, to pull down every thing that had the appear- 


ance of authority, and there was neither law nor 
ſeligion left to reſtrain the hand of violence, and 
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curb the operation of thoſe principles which had 
before weakened the ties of morality, but were now 


become univerſal, the conſequence was what might 


be expected: the effect of their principles was 
too fatally experienced and their folly expoſed. 


They carried with them their own refutation 


and their own puniſhment, It was now ſeen, by 
moſt expenſive experiment, whether the world 
was become ſo enlightened as not to need the 
light of heaven to direct them: ſo virtuous as 
not to want the reſtraint of divine or human laws 


- to curb their freedom: ſo humanized as not again 
. to trample upon the rights and ſpill the blood of 


man. It was demonſtrated that men ſtill were 
men; and, left to themſelves, without religion, 
without government, without laws grounded upon 
experience and adapted to man as he is, would be 
as wicked and depraved, as ferocious and as ſavage | 
as they ever were. An awful ſpeQacle was now 
exhibited for the whole world to ſee, and for all 
ſucceeding generations to learn, what havock 


may be made among the fineſt works of human 
policy, and what deſtruction among mankind, by 


the puerile projects of men proſeſſing themſelves 


| wiſe; who, throwing away all the accumulated wiſ- 


dom of ages, and deſpiſing that wiſdom which 
- | - is 
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is from above, ſhall think themſelves competent 
to reſtrain and rule, without religion or laws, thoſe 
paſſions which the wiſeſt regulations of human 
wiſdom and the ſanctions of divine law are but 
ſufficient to controul. 


To mock them with their own conceits—To 
ſhew them the vanity of their projects and 
ſchemes, God was pleaſed to leave them to them- 
| ſelves, to become the inſtruments of their own 
ruin, and the ſcourge of thoſe nations around 
them who, infected by their example, or in dan- 
ger of being ſo, might need the timely correc- 
tion of his hand to puniſh or reſtrain them. 


I need not ſhock your feelings with the rela- 
tion of the horrid crimes and cryelties that have 
been deliberately committed; gloried in, and made 
the ſubjeQ of their ſavage ſport. * The feelings of 
all who hear me have again and again revolted 
from the peruſal of them: Human nature ſickens 
at the recital, and bluſhes that they are men. 


O good God! is it poſſible that the creatures 
of thine hand can ſo debaſe their nature and belie 
the origin from whence they ſpring! Is it poſlible 
that man can riot in the blood of man, and ex- 
| 1 ult 


ult in the miſeries and miſchiefs he occaſions f 
Yes; when they deny their God, and make a mock 
of ſin, every thing is poſſible; every enormity is to 
be expected. Forſaken by him, they become 
worſe than brutes. Hardened by crimes, they go 
on to invent new modes of cruelty and guilt to 
aftoniſh and affright the world; and their only 
ſorrow is, that human depravity can go no farther. 


Such are the cauſes which have laid waſte the 
neighbouring kingdom, which have overturned 
its government, murdercd its King, maſſacred or 
driven into baniſhment its nobility, i its clergy, 1 its 


friends of every deſcription ;—deſpoiled the rich 
of their property, the poor of their ſupport. Re- 


ligion was firſt ſlighted and deſpiſed in the higher 
circles: The effect extended from them to the 
lower orders of ſociety: and when it was become 
ſufficiently general to yield to the deſigns of their 
unprincipled leaders, and readily give 15 the little 
remains of religion and the whole ſyſtem of hu- 
man policy, there was nothing to ſtop the progrels 
of their crimes, 


Had they b their religion they would 
ſtill have been humane: they would not have 


ſuffered themſelves to become in the hands of their 
| leaders 
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leaders the inſtruments of cruelty and oppreſſion: 
Whatever they might have wiſhed to reform in 
the government of their country, their meaſures 
would have been guided by juſtice, mercy and 
peace. Conſcience, the fear of God, the princi- 
ples and duties of religion, would have directed 
them to honour their King, to reſpect the rights of 
property, to do juſtice, to love order, to allow 
that liberty to others which they claimed them- 
ſelves, and to ſhudder at the thought of embruing 
their hands inthe blood of thoſe whoſe only crime 
was that of thinking difterently from themſelves, 


We have traced the cauſes of the Severity of 
their ſufferings: let us conſider the good- 
ness of God towards ourſelves. 


Had this devoted people confined their projetts 
and crimes within their own bounds, we had 
had only the painful detail oftheir ſufferings to read, 
and the tear of ſympathy to drop for the unhappy 
ſubjeQs of ſo much miſery and deluſion. But not 
content with deſolating their own country, and de- 
ſtroying all religion and order there, their wick= 
ed imaginations led them to form ſchemes and de- 
ſigns to overturn all other governments, and in- 


volve other countries in their guilt and ruin. 
Lo > = = 
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Their principles and their example were al- 
ready too dangerous and too likely to affe& the 
principles and the peace of other countries; 
There were already too many diſpoſed to take 
advantage of the opportunity to vent their own 
diſcontent, and to rejoice in the ſucceſs of their 
neighbours, in the hope of ſeeing its effects ex- 
tended to themſelves. They wanted not invita- 
tion to rebel againſt their rulers. They were al- 
ready active and buſy, and only waited for a fa- 
vourable moment to unite their ſtrength and 
make their demands in a tone not to be refuſed. 
The fame conceit of a more enlightened philoſo- 
pby, of regenerating the antient ſyſtems of reli- 
gion and government ; the ſame licentious ſpirit 
had prepared them for ſcenes which they expect- 
ed with a confidence proportioned to the ravages 
that were made by their forerunners in Reform. 
The period and the proſpetts to which they had 
long been looking, but could not have flattered 
themſelves to be fo near, ſeemed now at hand. 


In ſuch circumſtances, the example of a country 
ſo near, and ſo likely to avail themſelves one day 
or other of the opportunity of fomenting divi- 
kons and diſcontents _— 5 was ſufficient cauſe 


. of 


tm 2? 
of alarm, without erecting the ſtandard of revolt, 
and inviting all nations to throw off the yoke of 
government and wage war againſt their rulers. 


This was an authoritative avowal of that which 
conſiderate and attentive obſervers of the events 
that were paſſing around them had foreſeen 
and feared. This was a demonſtration of that 
which till then had no proof but the apprehenſions 
and fears of thoſe who, though they formed their 
opinion from circumſtances that were too ſuſpi- 
cious, were ſuppoſed by others to be more than 
neceſſarily fearful of a danger that ſeemed at 400 
great a diſtance to reach or affect us., 


The open avowal of principles that were one 
day to overturn our government, to unhinge all 
order, to break the ties of ſociety, to confound 
property and condition, and deluge the land with 
blood, alarmed and rouſed every friend to Reli- 
gion, Order and Peace. The ſame dangerous 
doctrines induſtriouſſy ſpread among the lower 
orders of the people to leſſen their veneration 
for government, to looſen the ties of ſubordi- 
nation, and tempt them to revolt, had well nigh 
accompliſhed all that our enemies foreign or 


domeltic could deſire. 
5 C 2 1 
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J tremble to look back to the precipice on 

which we ſtood. All ſociety ſcemed to be break- 
ing up. The King on his throne, the princes, the 
nobles, the clergy, the man of property, all ſaw 
their rights, their privileges, their poſſeſſions at 
ſtake. Each looked forward with fear, and 
contemplated in ſilence an event that might 
ſhortly come to paſs. The huſband and the fa- 
ther beheld the exiled foreigner as he paſſed 
with ſympathy and concern, as a caſe that might 
| ſhortly be his own. The feelings of compaſſion, 
which the recital of every new ſcene of carnage 
and cruelty abroad excited in our boſoms, were 
mingled with feelings of dread leſt the ſame 
ſcenes of carnage and deſolation ſhould reach us 
here. 


Vou have not, my Brethren, ſo ſoon forgot- 
ten theſe things, that I ſhould need to refreſh 
your remembrance with circumſtances ſo recent 
and alarming. You muſt feel at this moment 
the goodne/s of God towards us, who though we 
are unfortunately involved in one part of the 
conſequences of their crimes, yet hath preſerved 
us from the heavieſt part of the judgments that 
have fallen upon theſe times. Happily our 
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country has eſcaped the devaſtations and miſeries 
of civil commotion and not-been made the ſeat 
of war. Happily we were not ſo far gone in 
wickedneſs or ſo generally corrupt as to be ripe 
for ſuch ſcenes. However a part of the people 
of this country might be ſo depraved as to be 
conſenting unto ſuch enormities, to have looked 
with fatisfaQion upon them, and perhaps to have 
contributed by their approbation to bring us into 
our preſent ſituation, with reſpect to the people 
at large, we had the moſt decided proofs that 
they abominate the principle and deprecate the 
conſequence. There was yet religion, pru- 
dence and humanity to reſiſt the miſchiefs that 
were imminent. God in mercy to us awaked 
us to ſee our danger, and beſtowed an abundant 
bleſſing on the means employed to avert it. 


But though under the bleſſing of a watch- 
ful Providence this great ſalvation hath been ef- 
fected in our internal circumſtances, will he con- 
tinue to watch over us for our protection and 
ſucceſs againſt the foreign enemy, with whom 
we are ſtill at iſſue, if we prove unworthy of 
his mercies ?” © Behold the goodneſs and ſeverity 
{ff of God: on them which fell, ſeverity; but to 

« wards. 
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* wards thee goodneſs, / thou continue in his 
e goodneſs: otherwiſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off.“ 


| This is our next conſideration, to which both 
the text and the occaſion lead 
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How we are to avert the greater evils which are 
to be expected, if our condutt ſhall be ſuch 
as to call for like severity upon us, 


What then is our conduct, and what does 
it become us to do, to continue in his goodneſs? 


| 
| 
| Without indulging a vanity which would. 
| at any time be unbecoming, but on a day 
4 | like this, when we are aſſembled to bewail our 
fins, would defeat the very end we have in view, 
it may be a ſubje@ of ſome ſatisfaction, that 
! however we may be deficient in goodneſs, we 
| are yet many degrees ſhort of that wickedneſs 
which hath brought upon the world the calami- 
| ties that it ſuffers: for had we been Atheiſts and 
Blaſphemers; had we been Robbers and Mur- 
derers; had our principles been looſe and li- 
centious, and our morals generally depraved; 
had there been no ſenſe of religion to reſtrain 


us from the ſame enormities, we ſhould have 
| re: 
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received them as friends, and hailed them as tho 


Saviours of our country. 


In the later inſtances of their crimes and 
cruelty, it is not inconſiſtent with the humi- 
liation which becomes ourſelves, or the charity 
with which it becomes us to ſpeak of others, 
to plead in our defence that we have no ſuch 
ſins to lay to our charge. 


| Happily for our country, the national character, 

though not ſuch as to be a ſubjett of pride, forms 
in many reſpefts no unfavourable contraſt to 
theirs. 


The late of public worſhip, in the middle 
ranks of life at leaſt, ſhews that religion is not 
generally forgotten or deſpiſed. Though care- 


ful beyond the due degree of concern for the 


body, and, more than we ſhould be, attached 
to the preſent world, the concerns of the next 
it 1s plain do occupy a ſhare in our affections 


| and Cares, 


In integrity and liberality we ſtand highly 
pilinguiſhed. "Among individuals, numbers will 
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be found whoſe delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and who walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord, though not blame- 
leſs, with no ſmall praiſe. Well were it if 
their numbers were greater and their lives ſtill 
more free from fin; greater then would be 
our confidence in the protection of God, and 
greater our own ſtrength, not weakened by vices 
which always operate to diminiſh the national 
ſtrength. But let us not glory. It is the lan- 
guage of prudence as well as revelation, ©« Be 
not high minded, but fear. 


Though our r land is not defiled with blood, 
the altars of the Lord not broken down, nor the 


houſe of God forſaken, yet is the ſtate of re- 


ligion ſuch as on this day, when we review the 
moral character of our country, can be a ſub- 


ject of ſatisfattion and confidence in the protec- 


tion and favour of God? 


The houſe of God is not forſaken but is it 


frequented by thoſe to whom the inferior ſtations 


look up for example, and whoſe laws, more 
binding than thoſe of ſenates, lead the manners 
of the world ? 


Is 


rw + 
Is not religion in the higher circles (perhaps 
tranſplanted from the ſame foil) what it had been 
for ſome time in the higher circles in France, and 
what ſhould be a ſerious leſſon to our own no- 
bility, not yet baniſhed, but in their own con- 
duct groſsly neglected and deſpiſed; too much 
conſidered, as it was by them, to be the concern 
of the lower orders, who want thoſe inſtructions 
and reſtraints which they can do without ? Dear- 
ly have the one paid for their contempt; and let 
the other be warned by the ſad example of thoſe 
of their own rank, whoſe contempt of religion, 
at firſt perhaps not more than negled, hath in- 
volved them in peculiar ruin. 


Smaller than they are aware is the diſtance 


between their preſent neglect and the total dere- 
liction of all religious principle. Though it be 
not that yet, ſoon perhaps it will be ; for vice is 
in its nature progreſſive: negle& brings on con- 
tempt, and in a little while that which is now 
not more than the line of demarkation between 
negative good and poſitive evil will be decidedly 
on the ſide of the latter. They too will at length 
come to think they can do without religion. 
From deſpiſing they will go on to deride it; 
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1 
to live as if there were no God in the world; and 
at laſt to deny that there is one. Time was 
when they, who are now ſo ſeverely ſuffering the 
conlequence of their forſaking God, had not 
gone farther than theſe now go. Religion was 
not openly inſulted nor its ordinances utterly de- 
ſpiſed. It was only left for the lower orders of 


the people, as more peculiarly needful for 
them. & 


Oh that I could reach the ears of thoſe in 
higher life, and convince them of how much 
conſequence in every point of view religion is! 
that not only their eternal ſalvation, which, if 
they are at all to be diſtinguiſhed from profeſſed 
unbelievers, they muſt know to be of infinite 
concern; but that all which they poſſeſs in life, 
their rank, their fortune, their rights, their 11- 
berties, their very lives, which though only 
temporary concerns may perhaps operate more 
powerſully upon them than any conſequences 
that have reſpect to their future condition, all 
depend upon this. Take away this, or leſſen 
the influence and authority of this, and the 
whole ſabrick of human policy will foon be over- 
thrown, Not only the bleſſing and protedtion 

of 
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of Heaven, which ought with men profeſſing to 
believe in God to be a primary conſideration, 
cannot be expected; but the very neglett itſelf 
brings on its own puniſhment. It operates na- 
turally to diminiſh the reſpeQ -for religion in 
their own families and connexions. Their chil- 
dren, their ſervants, their dependants, will not 
reverence that which their fathers, their maſters, 
their ſuperiors deſpiſe, They will, however it 
may be recommended as proper for them, con- 
clude that ſentiments are beſt learnt from prac- 
tice, and that which is not needful for one can 
be of no great conſequence to the other: or, 
without any deduction, the example will ſpeak 
for itſelf, and gradually weaken their principles 
and corrupt their manners: and when the ge- 
neral charatter is depraved they will not be 

kept within the bounds of lafety and ſubordina- 
tion by the wiſeſt counſels and the molt ſalu- 
tary proviſions of human laws. 


So long as the machine is going the effects of looſ- 
ened principles may not be perceived; but when- 
ever the wheels of government are clogged or im- 
peded by external circumſtances out of the power of 

FE human 
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human penetration to foreſee, or the wiſeſt mea- 
lures within the compaſs of man to deviſe, the 
want of religious principle to reſtrain the unruly 
wills and diforderly paſſions of the multitude 
will be moſt ſeriouſly felt, Surely I need not 
remind them, when it comes to this, how in- 
ſulficient all external means muſt be to enforce 
' obedience, and keep together the disjointed 
parts of the ſocial frame, When once the 
principles of duty and the ties of conſcience 
are lcoſencd, the period is not far diſtant when 
the ſmothered flame will break out, and the 
accumulated load of national depravity will 
overwhelm us as it has our neighbours. 


It is the mind that muſt be diſciplined and 
formed to obedience; and it is in the calm mo- 
ments of peace and ſecurity that it muſt be done. 
It is then that the multitude muſt be taught to know 
and fear God. It is too late when they become 
tumultuous and diſorderly to reaſon or to inſtruct. 

Religion, however ſtrong its arguments or for- 
cible its eloquence, will not be heard. Its voice 
v ill be ſmothered by the loud clamours of popular 


ſury. Tis oraclcs will be trampled under foot. 
: e : Its 
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Its teachers will be ſcorned and baniſhed. Force 

only can ſupply the place of conviction and duty; 

but what can force avail when the general maſs is 

' corrupted, and the few become the victims to the 

many ? Should force ſucceed, it is then not the 

government that we have been accuſtomed to 

venerate. It becomes, and we are ourſelves the 

inſtruments to make it ſo, a deſpotic government, 
with which only ſuch obedience can accord. 


I wiſh, without ſpeaking fo plain, I could con- 
vince them how much their own ſecurity depends 


upon the prevalence of good principles in all 


ranks, to counteract the miſchievous and licenti- 
ous ſpirit that is gone forth into the world, and 
which nothing but the fear of God and a ſtrong 
ſenſe of moral duty can poſſibly reſtrain. Then 
would they know how to prize religion. Then 


would not its ordinances be lighted, its ſabbaths 


profaned. Other occupations than thoſe of ſecu- 
lar concern, of buſineſs or amuſement, of cards 
or concerts, though under the name of * Sacred 

| 3 
There is an evil newly crept into poliſhed ſociety, and 
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muſic, would fill up the day conſecrated to God's 
ſervice : and ſomething more than a nominal 
profeſſion, or even a formal attendance upon his 
worſhip, would diſtinguiſh them as members of a 
chriſtian church. Their example would add 
weight to the inſtruQtions of its teachers, and thoſe 
in the lower ſtations of life would be ſtrengthened 


and incited by the pattern of the higheſt, | 
| | In 


ſort of people who are allured by it; I mean Sunday Concerts. 
Many who would be ſtariled at a prophane or even an idle 
amuſement think that the name of /acred mufic ſanctiſies the 
diverſion, But if thoſe who live in eaſe and affluence do 
not make theſe petty renunciations of their own ways and 
their own pleaſure, what criterion have we by which to judge 
of their ſincerity? 25 
I know with what indignant ſcorn this remark will by 
'many be received: that much will be advanced in favour 
of the ſanctity of this amuſement. I ſhall be told that the 
words are many of them extracted from the bible, and that 
the compoſition is the divine Handel's. But were the angel 
Gabriel the poet, the archangel Michael the compoſer, and 
the ſong of the Lamb the ſubject, it would not abrogate that 
ſtatute of the moſt high. ** Thou ſhalt keep holy the ſab- 
bath day, and thy ſervant and thy cattle ſhall do no manner 
of work.” I am perſuaded that the hallelujahs of heaven 
would make no moral muſic to the ear of a conſcientious per- 
ſon while he reflected that multitudes of ſervants are waiting 
in the ſtreets expoſed te gvery temptation ; engaged per- 
haps in prophane ſwearing and idle if not diſſolute con ver- 
lation; and the very cattle are deprived of that reſt which 
the tender mercy of God was gracioully pleaſed by an aſto- 
niſhing condeſcenſion to include in the commandment.” 
Thoughts on the Manners of theGreat p. 3 5. This little production 
of an elegant female pen contains more on the ſame and ſub ects con- 


. nected with ic, that deſerves to be again read, and not forgotten by 
thoſe in the higher circles. * 
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In all ranks and ſtations there is no doubt much 
room for amendment. Though the moral ſtate 
of our eountry may not be ſuch as, when compa- 
red with other times or the ſtate of other countries, 
to be a ground for national deſpair, yet will there 
always be, and there now is, too much to be the 


ſubject of deep humiliation and concern. 


Looking to our own ſphere of life and into our 
own hearts, as it becomes us on this day to do, can 
we ſay that religion has that place in our affections 
and that influence upon our practice that it ought ? 
Are we deſerving of no correction, or at leaſt in 
want of no ſeaſonable ſeverity to check us from 
growing worſe ? Is our faith pure, our zeal equal 
to the importance of its object, our converſation 


ſuch „as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt ?? Is 


there not ſomething of this ſame philoſophy, ſome- 


thing like natural Religion creeping in among us, 
the conceit of wiſdom that needs not revelation 
to direct it, of natural powers that ſtand not in 
need of divine grace to ſtrengthen and aſſiſt 
them? | 


Vices are at all times too prevalent, but are 
there not ſome that are predominant and. faſt in- 
creaſing 
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ereaſing? Among thoſe which are the character. 
iſtie vices of the times, luxury, extravagance, and 
ſelf· deſtruction the laſt reſource of thoſe who 
have nothing to ſuſtain them in the hour of ad- 
verſity and need, are increaſed to an extent that 
ſtrongly marks the decline of religious principle. 


Among the lower orders of the peopl already 
affected by the exathple of their ee b and 
not brought hither by thoſe who have influence 
to perſuade them to partake of better counſels 
and example, is there not a ſpirit of diſcontent, 
however excited, that reluctantly ſubmits to the 
controul of power or to the condition and the 
duties which providence hath allotted to them? 
Are they not profligate and abandoned, for want 
of thoſe principles which would have been re- 
ceived and ſtrengthened by a conſtant attendance 
on the ordinances oftheir God ? 


- 177. 
JU . 


1 will not do 1⁰ much — to this nu- 
merous: and valuable part of the community, 
as to involve them in indiſcriminate reproach. 

their praiſe Town it, that numbers of the 
poor (much ſhort it muſt be lamented of what 


there ſhould be) are among the conſtant attend- : 
_ ants 
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Ants here, and whoſe moral behaviour is as free 
from reproach as any other claſs of men. 
- Yet is it not, I muſt with ſorrow add, to them 
[that we look for that general appearance of 
piety and moral purity that can be the ſubjett of 
ſatisfaction and dependance on a day like this. 


From a full conviction that religion is our 
ſecurity; that to be virtuous is the way to ſecure 
the favour and protection of heaven; and that 
we are not already what a people whoſe hope 
is in the Lord their God ſhould be, we have re- 
courſe in the day of viſitation to the means 
which this ſolemnity preſcribes, to correct our 
prevailing fins, and fit us to aſk with confi- 
dence the aſſiſtance of him © from whom cometh 

our help, and from whom alone it can come.” 
The appearance of this great congregation 
affords a pleaſing proof that you know from 
whom your help cometh; and the humiliation 
Which you have this day ſhewn by thoſe ex- 
_ ternal expreſſions of ſorrow and amendment 
. which become our ſituation, I will not doubt 
but your hearts have felt, and will continue 
to feel throughout the day. But it is not, 
| E | as 
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as you will readily allow, this day's humi- 
liation, bow fincere foever it be; Yatwill be the 
recommendation that we need to6'God,' or ex- 


empt us from the ſeberity which our fins muſt 


expedt. 


Our future conduct muſt be a continuation 
of the amendment that we now" begin. We 
muſt continue in his goodness, otherruise we also 


Pull be out of ons bs 


If we continue in "his" goodneſs, then may 


85 we rely on his protection, and our vprrues will 


be the means to effect our ſafety; d Happier * far 


: than the moſt brilliant ſuceeffes Gbtäined at the 
: expence of blood, if it ſhall be by turning 
| the hearts of the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 


juſt; by diſpoſing our ebemĩes to ſeck that God. 


v bom they have for ſaken, to rebuild his temple, to 


reſtore. his altars, to ck he. peace of the city 


wherein they dwell, « for in the 15255 thereof” we 


ſhall. have Peace. Ferem XXIX, 7: 


15 


"Theſe are the fabjets of Gur prayer. We 5 
light not in the blood of our ene nies. We 
alk not their deſtruttion bat their converſion. 


8 805 call not for fire from "heaven 'to-deſtroy 
ho | ; them. 


N. 
them. * While we unite in prayer and ſuppli- 
cation * for the pardon of our fins, and for de- 
liverance from the evils of war, in the ſpirit of 
chriſtian charity we add our humble intereeſ- 
ſion for the repentance and converſion of men 
who, having caſt off their faith in the living God 
and following the vain imaginations of repro- 
bate minds, have plunged themſelves into thoſe 
horrible crimes and impieties which aſtoniſh the 
chriſtian world,” We pray © that they may ſee 
and conſider with deteſtation and terror the ra- 
vages of their cruelty amongſt their fellow-crea- 
tures : that they may be ftruck with remorſe: 
and compunttion, before they fill up the meaſure: 
of their iniquitiest.” Subjects theſe in which 
every pious and feeling heart muſt readily unite 
whatever be his ſentiments of the cauſe or cir- 
cumſtances of our preſent ſituation. Peace muſt 
be our common viſh; and that peace ve pray 
1 | 
It is one part of this day's deſign to culti- 
vate thoſe diſpoſitions which make for peace 
Of nt: jt 4. 4: 


To ſhew. ©* what manner of ſpirit we are of,” the 
three firſt verſes of the g4th Pſalm were omitted in the ſer- 
vice of the day: ſo perfectly free were our devotions tram 4 


ſpirit of revenge. 
83 3 1 Form of Prayer for the Day, 
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that Piep which u feareth God and keepeth his 


commandments”—that Justice which © doeth vi- 
olence to no man“ that Charity which © ſuf- 
fereth long and is kind“ that Contentment which 
© envicth not''—that Patience which © beareth 
all things“ that Humility which © is not puffed 
up”—that Forgiveness which © returneth not evil : 
for evil, but repayeth evil with good,” While 
we cultivate ſuch diſpoſitions we ſhall not ob- 
ſtruct the return of peace, or refuſe the bleſſ- | 
ings which it brings: much leſs ſhall we conſent 

to kindle the flames of civil commotion, or be- 

come the inſtruments in the hands of evil- minded 
men to diſturb the public peace. But if we 
forſake the Lord our God, and become a diſobe- 
dient and gainſaying people, we ſhall, though 
we talk of peace, do that which tends to bring 
on war. Our fins will call for divine correction, 
and be the means in the hand of eee to 
eſſect it. | f 


The tremendous example that we ſee beforg 
us, ſpeaks more than volumes of perſuaſion to 
warn us of our danger. We need not look ta 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities about them 
that are ſet forth for an example.“ We have 


the 


7 © I 
the warning at hand, written in characters of 
blood; in the blood of thouſands who have 
paid the price of their incredulity with their 
lives—an awful warning to all the nations of the 
earth, never to make gu of Religion, 


; Say not, nb is our conſtitution or condition 
that there is no fear that it will come to this. 
But a few years back who would have believed 
the things which he ſince hath ſeen? A work 
© hath been worked in our days that we ſhould 
ce jn no wiſe have believed though a man had de- 
c clared it unto us.” You have ſeen with your own 
eyes that there is no change or event ſo ſtrange. 
but that it may come to paſs. When the national 
charaQer is gone: when vice and impiety prevail: 
when we ſet up our own wiſdom. in oppoſition 
to that wiſdom which is from above, and leave 
the good old paths, which have conducted the 
generations of old in peace and fafety through the 
preſent world to that kingdom of peace and love 
to which we look beyond it, every thing is to be 


feared. Intereſted and ambitious men will take 


advantage of the opportunity it affords to effect 
their ſchemes. They know how to diſcern the 
fe pm and FROG They know that a people who 

| have 
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* with the preparation of-the goſpel of Peace. | 


1 0 


hive not the Lord for their God have no. hope ; 
in his protection. They know that a people 


whoſe ſins have ſeparated between God and them 


are fit inſtruments for their purpoſe. They know 
that ſuch ends cannot be accompliſhed. but by 
agents trained in the ſchools of vice, and prepared 
for crimes which the FROCKS of conſcience would 


reſtrain, ; 


Do not; I pray you, be too ſecure. What 


is now the ſituation of our enemies may from 
the ſame cauſes become our own, If you ex- 


pet the multitude: to eſcape the infectious ex- 


_ ample of infidelity. profaneneſs and diſorder that 
is gone forth into the world :—If you expett. 


them to have ftrength to reſiſt ſuch licentious 
opinions and exceſſive abominations—If you 


expect that they ſhall be proof againſt the flat- 


tering temptations that are ſet before them to in- 
duce them to take part with the leaders of diſ- 
content—If you expect them to remain firm and 
uncorrupted amidſt the many arts that are em- 
ployed to ſhake their faith in God and corrupt 
their integrity to men, their minds muſt be for- 
tified: by religion: © Their feet muſt be ſhod 


en 
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W ben rebellion nee rulers is . 
Va as a duty hen religion and the laws that | 
hold ſociety together are deſpiſed - when pro- | 
perty is held forth io them as their prey, and 
they are taught to conſider the fruits of induſtry 
as ſo much withheld from themſelves, it requires 
more than ever the interpoſition of a divine and 


authoritative ſanction to enforce ſubjection to 


their rulers, obedience to the laws, reſpe& to 
property, ſabordination in their reſpective ſtations, 
fidelity to their employers, truth love and jones - 


-toallmankind.- 477 8 W WL 4 | 
Unleſs religion ſhall have taught them this, 


it will be difficult to interpoſe a ſufficient bar to 
ſtop the progreſs of diſcontent, to reconcile” them | 


to their duties and Rations, and preſerve that order 
on which the e and e 'of _ 
depend. 2 OR | 
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Conſider then, once more 1 beſeech you, con- 


der of hoꝝ much conſequence to yourſelves as 


well as to your country it is, that you become 


the people that this day is intended to make you. 
Trifle not with yourſelves and your happineſs 


here and for ever, It is not a formal confeſſion 
or 
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or prayer—Tt is not a preſent momentary amend- 
ment. It is not an ordinary though laſting. re- 
form that vill meet the exigence of the occaſion, 
The times require great exertions. Every one 
In his ſphere and ſtation muſt be active and zeal- 
ous to keep ative the ſpirit of religion, to extend 
its influence and effects, to promote peace and 
good vill on earth, and to incite one another by 
example and perſuaſion ſo to live, that we may 
continue to enjoy the diſtinguiſhed goodneſs of 
God towards us in this preſent world, and finally 

be partakers together of an cternal inheritance in 


A, 


| | heaven. 
1 | | 7; 


O that the inhabitants of the earth may at this 
time, when God's judgments are upon them, or 
every where around them, learn righteouſneſs! 
O that all ſtates and all individuals in them may, 
from the evils which they have ſuffered or 
| © efcaped, ſee the neceſſity and the value of reli- 
| gion! O that they may be wiſe! that they may 
conſider this! © that they may ſee in this their _ the 
=. Pad _ belong to — . 0 UG 


